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first act of his reign was to make war upon his maternal
grandfather Afrasiab, whose armies were commanded by
Piran Wisah. This humane minister was defeated and
slain; Afrasiab met with the same fate, and his territories
fell into the possession of his victorious grandson. Kai
Khusrau, after this conquest and many other achievements,
determined to spend the remainder of his days in religious
retirement; he proceeded to the spot he had selected,
where, we are told, he disappeared; and his train, among
whom were some of the most renowned warriors of Persia,
perished in a dreadful tempest. This tradition seems to
allude to the slaughter of Cyrus and of his whole array by
the Scythians under Tomyris.9

Lohorasp [Hystaspes ?] is said to have been the grandson
of Kai Ktioos's brother, and it was with some difficulty that
Kai Khusrau got the nobles of Iran to consent to the
nomination of this person as his successor, Lohorasp had
two sons, Gushtasp [Darius Hystaspes] and Zaroor, both of
whom he rather neglected, 'distinguishing tho sons of Kai
Kfioos and those of former princes beyond his own chil-
dren/ On this account Gushtasp got up a plot against his
father, which being discovered he fled to the territories of
Kiim. Here it may be stated that in Oriental histories,
Rum is used as a general and indefinite name given to tho
countries west of the Euphrates, as far as the shores of the
Mediterranean, Bosphorus, and Euxine.

The adventures of Gushtasp, in the kingdom of Rftm,
are given at some length, but eventually he returned with
an army, and Lohorasp seems to have resigned tho throne
in his favour. During the reign of Gushtasp, Zerdusht, or
Zoroaster, is said to have appeared in Axarbaijan [Media].
Shea gives at page 274 a short memoir respecting the age
in which this Zoroaster, the author of the Zenda Vesta, and
the reformer of the religion of the Magi, appeared, and
fixes the date about the middle of the sixth century, no.

It is a question whether Gushtasp himself became a
convert to this religion or not. The subject, however,
seems to have been a cause of dispute between him and